Fick ervinger collects guitars because oF a guitar bos semething to offer,
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Instruments of the stars: Rick Derringer

oincidence and luck™ are
what Rick Derringer call his

reasons for getling into mu-
gie. At 17 hiz group the
MeCovs had a hit with “Hang On
Sloopy”™ and he’s been running with the

guitar ever since. Besides his work as a
aolo artist, he's also recorded with John-
ny and Edpar Winter, Todd Eundgren
and Steely Dan.

“I'm a collector perhaps for better
reasgns than people who call them-
selves guitar collectors,” Derringer ex-
plained. “If there’s a puitar that has
something unigue to offer, [ should
have it becauze ['m going to use it.” To
this end Rick has about 20 puitars,
including & rebuilt T.V. model Les
Faul from the late "B0s. He calls it a

by John Stix

“souped up sports car kind of guitar.”
The original peckup is now a humbucker
with a second one installed, There's
toggle switeh for pickup separation and
phasing, and the neek has been cut
down z0 it's smaller.

“I've gt an old Explorer, either the
first or second one made. You can tell by
the v-shaped head. It's got one of the
most consistent necks from top to bot-
tom of any guitar | own. There's a "58
Les Paul Sunburst with a Bigshy,
that's real special to collectors. You also
see pictured a "55 Dan Electro with
three pickups and one cutaway. It's the
model Duane Eddy used on ‘Rebel
Houser,” and still one of the best sound-
ing guitars, It's similiar to the topend of
a Tele and the bottom of a Gibson.

There's a stone guitar and the body's
made of gramte. It has a maple neck
with an ebony fret board. It
sterling silver binding that's molded
directly into each fret. I like this guitar
I -l'h,-Lmh. for '|1|:1|_-

“ | have a double neck made for me
by Charles LoBue. Both necls are
amall Gribson stvle necks. The body 12
one piece of birch, which gives it pood
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[ love to play it in the studio.”
axe is a B.C. Rich old style
"i'Iu:H:-ngh:rd. which he zayvs iz “better
than any old Gibzon."”
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“Anyone can buy one and it's gonna

he that pood,” he =2aid n
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